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Chapter One: 

Sae Chabashira’s Monologue 

EVER SINCE I became a teacher, or even before I became a teacher, I 

harboured trauma that I didn’t dare tell anyone. 

  I keep having a recurring nightmare. 

  The nightmare has the events of... that day. I’ll never forget them.  

  Each time I have that nightmare, it takes on a different form, changing 

my point of view, someone else’s point of view; sometimes the chronological 

order of events is different. But there is one thing in common. No matter how 

many times I have that nightmare it ends the same way.  

  At that time, there was nothing to be afraid of. We were Class B and 

our momentum overwhelmed the other classes. We were well within reach of 

Class A. Of course, it wasn’t a smooth road.  

  By the time I reached my third-year, the number of classmates who had 

left me had swelled to six. Even so, in my final year, I accumulated class 

points without letting a single student get expelled. I believed that I could 

graduate from Class A without having to leave anyone behind.  

  Until that day. 

 Until that exam.  

  At the end of the final semester, we were about to take the graduation 

exam, our last chance to turn things around. Our homeroom teacher stepped 

up to the podium with a stiff expression on her face and told us about a new 

special exam. 

  Of course, we didn’t realize the danger of this special exam at first. The 

rules were simple and straightforward, and we had no doubt that we could 

succeed. But that optimistic mood lasted only until the exam started.  

  The scene changes and I am screaming in class. 

  My best friend, Chie, approaches me with an angry expression and 

grabs my chest. 

  I scream in agony. 

  The class, which had been united as one, collapsed in an instant. 

  “It’s... over.” He muttered, his face full of resignation and realization. 
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  He had been my companion for the past three years, and he wasn’t a 

trivial existence. He was my irreplaceable classmate, my irreplaceable friend. 

As the opposite sex, he was an... irreplaceable person.  He may have been a 

bit of a jerk, but he was serious, kind, and more reliable than anyone else. 

  I saw a face he’s never shown before. 

  That moment when he reached out his hand to me under the evening 

sky, somewhat shyly. As I held back the tears that were about to spill, I said a 

few words. 

  I said, “I look forward to working with you...” 

  The relationship between the two of us ended just as it had begun. 
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Chapter Two: 

Footsteps of Turmoil 

THE SUMMER VACATION is finally over and the second semester of the second 

year starts today; which means that we will soon be turning the corner into 

our three-year school life. 

  I tied my tie and put my arms through my sleeves. Looking in the 

mirror, I do my hair, make sure my appearance is in order, and head for the 

door. On my way to school, I was joined by Sudō, who was yawning loudly, 

and we exchanged greetings while walking, and headed out of the dormitory. 

  “Suzune warned me about the possibility of a written exam early in the 

second semester, so I’m staying up all night.” 

  “You were studying even up until the last day of summer vacation?” 

  “I’ve got a full curriculum to go through. I want to get higher scores so 

I can bring my OAA’s academic performance up to B or something.” 

  B or better is a big deal. I’ll honestly be impressed if he manages to 

achieve it. If he’s been studying hard during the summer break, it’s no 

question he’ll have improved his academic performance. Sudō’s become a 

man for whom the phrase “both literary and military arts” fits quite well. His 

tardiness, absenteeism, falling asleep, and other minor life problems have 

decreased dramatically. He still has a part of him that gets heated when the 

situation calls for it, but I guess that’s just Sudō’s personality.  

  “I’m going to ask you something weird, but do you think that Kanji guy 

has already kissed Shinohara or something?” 

  “Excuse me?” 

  “It’s great that he’s got a girlfriend, but it’s frustrating that he’s getting 

ahead of me. It’s been bothering me a lot lately, you know?” 

  “Why don’t you ask him directly? I think Ike would give it to you 

straight.” 

  “I can’t ask him that... if he says that he hasn’t even held hands yet or if 

he says he’s gone way further than that then my fists might start doing the 

talking.” 

 

 

 



 

10 PrinceYG#6558 
 

  “Given Ike’s personality, he’s going to want to brag about it. If he 

doesn’t say it, then logically he hasn’t gone that far, right?” 

  “I guess you have a point. But maybe it’s different when it comes to 

love. I don’t know, I don’t have any experience. I’ve never asked, but have 

you ever had a girlfriend, Ayanokōji? 

  I can’t help but feel Sudō’s passionate gaze on me as he asks, “What do 

you think?” 

  “There’s no use in lying to you, so I’ll confess to you that I got my first 

girlfriend a little while ago.” 

  “S-seriously? You’re serious?” 

  Faking it wasn’t a good idea, considering that it would soon spread 

from Kei herself. 

  When I answered honestly, Sudō sighed as he held his head. Right after 

that, he hurriedly grabbed me by both shoulders. 

  “No, no, no, no, no, no, no!” 

  “Don’t worry. It’s not who you think it is.” 

  “Really? You’re sure it’s not Suzune, aren’t you?” 

  “Yes. It’s not.” 

  “Oh, I see. Well, that’s okay then... I thought my heart was going to 

stop for a second...” He put his left palm to his forehead and wiped it messily, 

as if sweat had broken out. Then he showed me the sweat on his palm, 

showing off his impatience. 

  “Then who is it?” 

  “It’s...” 

  “Ah! I found you!” 

  Just as Sudō regained his composure, we could hear the sound of 

rushing footsteps from behind us. When those footsteps caught up with our 

walking speed, she looked up at me with a somewhat angry face. 

  “We were supposed to go to school together, but you didn’t tell me you 

weren’t in your room!” Kei complained, puffing out her cheeks and pouting.  

  “You never told me you wanted to go to school with me...” 

  “That’s because... I was nervous until the last minute.” 

  Sudō looked at us suspiciously as we suddenly started a mysterious 

exchange from his perspective. 

  “We were just talking about something important between men, so 

don’t interrupt us.” 
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  Apparently, he hadn’t noticed the nature of our conversation. He didn’t 

seem to be happy with the fact that she had shown up here. When you think 

about it, the two of them hardly ever get along. They’re neither close nor bad. 

If anything, they’re just bad. 

  “Kei, are you going to tell them about us today?” 

  “Huh? Umm, hmm. I was considering the timing but... It’s not like I’m 

going to announce it as soon as I get to school. It’s surprisingly difficult to 

make an announcement like this. It’s not the same as saying, “Listen to me, I 

have to tell you something.” 

  “It seems like you were quick to declare when you were with Yōsuke.” 

  “Well, that’s the thing, isn’t it? This is a completely different 

situation.” 

  “Hey, hey, what are you talking about...?” Sudō, who had been 

showing signs of dullness, stopped and looked dumbfounded, as if he had 

caught on to the fact that I was calling Kei by her first name and what I was 

saying. 

  “Yo, what? Why are you talking to her like that, Ayanokōji?” 

  He still couldn’t seem to make a connection, but he started getting an 

idea. In a sense, he was a good icebreaker in terms of who to tell first.  

  “We’re dating.” 

  Kei grinned and then bumped me on my shoulder with her own. I think 

she was just happy to hear me say it. 

  “Ha... hahaha! Oh my god!” 

  I guess he was taken aback, so he shouted out loud, more exaggeratedly 

than I imagined. There were no classmates around by chance, but other 

students turned their heads to see what was going on. 

  “Can you please quiet down?” 

  “Wow, my bad. But, no, eh! Hey, why is it Karuizawa?” 

  “What’s that, does that mean there’s something wrong with me?” 

  “It’s not that there’s nothing wrong with you but...” 

  He looked between the two of us as if he was a little taken back, and 

twisted his head in an unconvincing manner. 

  “What, did you want me to go out with Horikita?” 

  “Nah, screw that! No, that’s not what I meant but... hey.” 
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  He grabbed my shoulder and put his lips close to my ear and whispered 

in a quiet voice, 

  “I’m sorry to say this, but... Karuizawa was dating Hirata, and before 

that, I don’t know what kind of flashy relationships she had in junior high 

school, you know? You’re not dissatisfied or uncomfortable by that? Isn’t she 

too much of a hurdle for your first girlfriend?” 

  I guess that’s the image that my classmates have of Karuizawa Kei. In 

fact, that’s how I perceived her too, until I learned about her past. 

  “What are you whispering about? 

  “Nah, it’s nothing.” 

  I’m not going to push the matter further. I’m sure he felt bad for saying 

something so close to rumours in the first place. 

  “Ayanokōji and Karuizawa are dating...? I’m trying to make sense of it 

but I just can’t wrap my head around it. My sleepiness is getting to me, this is 

too much for me in the morning.” 

  I’m sure I’ll hear more from Sudō about it later on. 
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Part One 
 

As we arrived at school, we occasionally passed third-year students, and they 

looked at me the same way they did when I was on the boat, but there is no 

sign of Sudō noticing. 
  During the summer vacation, I kept seeing this same scene whenever I 

went outside, but I don’t think I’ll ever really get used to it. The act of being 

watched gives a strong sense of oppression and blockage. This is something 

that will continue unless I erase the existence of the gaze itself. 

  Kei quickly gathered a group of girls to talk about the summer 

vacation, and Sudō started chatting with his good friends Ike and Hondo. I 

waited for the bell to ring while chatting briefly with the Ayanokōji Group. 

Eventually, Chabashira-sensei arrived, looking the same as she did in 

the first semester. 

  “In this second semester, there are a few big events coming up for you 

guys. First of all, there will be a sports festival, similar to the one held last 

year. Obviously, it will be a test of the students’ physical abilities. This will 

be held in October. Some rules will differ this time around, but the base 

concept is still the same. Testing of each individual students’ physical 

ability.” 

  Right now, Chabashira-sensei was talking about a battle that would 

soon begin that would strongly require physical ability; a battle that could be 

troublesome for students who only excelled in their studies. The rules are 

different from those of the first year, which is also a concern. 

  “And in November, we will be holding a cultural festival, which will be 

our first cultural festival in the history of Advanced Nurturing High School. 

The details will be announced, just like the sports festival, but we’ll take the 

time to do this in parallel starting in September.” 

  September will mainly be spent preparing for the festival, with an extra 

few hours of physical education classes per week. After the P.E. festival in 

October, the students should start practising for the cultural festival in 

November. 

  There’s also a school trip coming up, although I’m not sure if it’s 

related to a special exam. 
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  “Furthermore, in between these events, there will of course be midterm 

and final exams.” 

  There was no doubt that it would be a busy second semester. 

  “I’ll explain more about the sports festival later, but first let’s talk about 

the cultural festival.” 

  In terms of order, the sports festival came first, but Chabashira-sensei 

began to talk about the details regarding the cultural festival. 

“The cultural festival will be held with a large number of guests. You 

will have to compete with the classes of all years in the festival for the total 

amount of sales. You can apply for as many items as you like, but the budget 

is limited. Please look over your tablets for details.”  

 

[Outline of the Cultural Festival] 

 

-Each second-year student will be given 5,000 private points that can be used 

only in preparation for the festival. 

-First-year students will receive 5,500 points and third-year students receive 

4,500 points. 

-Additional funds will be given for social contributions such as student 

council service, and for contributions made through club activities. 

-Details will be announced for each class once they are finalized. 

-The initial cost and additional funds will not be reflected in the final sales, 

and will be confiscated if unused. 

-100 class points will be awarded to the 1st through 4th place classes. 

-50 class points will be awarded to the 5th through 8th place classes. 

-Class points for 9th to 12th place will remain unchanged. 

 

  As for the rewards, a relatively large number of class points were 

available, and there are no penalties for finishing lower than 8th place. The 

rules are straightforward and easy to understand. It was clear why they 

announced the details of the cultural festival before the sports festival. I 

guessed it was because they couldn’t start preparations until the rules were 

explained. As for the sports festival, there’s not much to it besides training 

physically every day.  

  “Hey, it’s kind of like a middle school cultural festival.” 
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  It may not be exactly the same, but I could understand why Shinohara 

would say that. 

  I can’t see any risk of losing class points or getting expelled. The fact 

that I’m tempted to wonder if there’s more to it than what we see is probably 

evidence that I’ve become deeply ingrained in the structure of this school. 

  “It will also be important to determine which areas of the grounds are 

reserved. For example, if you want to set up your stall near the main gate, 

where visitors will definitely pass by, you will have to pay the school for the 

space.” 

  The students, including me, looked over the new information that had 

been sent to the tablet. It was a map of the grounds with the title ‘List of 

Possible Stalls on the Grounds’ and the names of possible stall locations 

combined with locations and numbers. The location closest to the main gate 

mentioned by Chabashira-sensei is labeled “Main Gate 1” and the cost of the 

location is 10,000 points. If the location is far away from the main gate and 

difficult for guests to get to, it’s low cost or even free. The budget without 

considering additional funds was about 200,000. If you think about it, 10,000 

points isn’t anywhere near cheap. 

  However, there is no doubt that it is a prime location that is expected to 

attract many customers. 

  “It is possible that there will be conflicts with other classes and grades 

regarding the location of the stall, but only one class per location can use that 

location. If there is a conflict of interest, a bidding war will be held, and the 

class that offers the school the highest bid will get the right to use that space.” 

  In other words, if you are forced to spend a high amount of points in 

order to secure a prime location, this in turn will drastically cut the budget 

that can be allocated to the show. The class will be spending the next two 

months figuring out how to fight efficiently with a limited budget. 

  “The school will not disclose which class will be doing what kind of 

performance or where the stalls will be until the day of the festival. However, 

be aware that you can’t plug the ears of other students. If the information is 

leaked, you should expect to be faced with consequences.” 

  Even if you come up with an ideal exhibit, there’s always the risk that 

other classes will copy it and take countermeasures. 
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 “There will be things that you may need from time to time. If there’s 

something you can’t get on the premises, you can apply for and get it from 

outside if you gain permission. As long as it’s within the terms of the 

agreement, you’re free to use the budget however you want.” 

  I guess I’ll have to look into that and other details sometime later. 

  “These are the descriptions of the cultural festival and its rules. The 

specific preparation and set-up period will start after the end of the sports 

festival, but please start discussing today and use your own time to decide 

what the events will be and how the budget will be allocated.” 

  It seems that the more time we have to devote to the festival, the more 

chance of success we’ll have. 
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Part Two 

 
After school, most of my classmates were still in the classroom, except for 

those who were going to club activities. It was, of course, the first discussion 

for the cultural festival to be held in November. There must be a certain 

number of students who had experienced a festival in middle school. I don’t 

have any particular information to share, so I’ll be the listener as usual. 

  “First of all, I’ll give you a list of the events that can be held.” 

  Yōsuke, who had gotten permission to use the classroom monitor, 

typed on his tablet. 

  “When it comes to cultural festivals, food, haunted houses, and the like 

are the orthodox ones, aren’t they?” 

  Food-related, haunted houses, mazes, cafes, live music, plays, etc. The 

obvious ones are added and listed one by one. 

  “The event will be held from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. If we serve food and 

drinks, we can expect the adults of the guest house to come and take 

advantage of it. However, this may increase the competition...” 

  “It’s just a matter of budget. Compared to things like haunted houses 

and mazes, which can be built once and cost less thereafter, it will inevitably 

be more expensive.” 

  Some of the music equipment can be rented for a fee, but the number is 

limited, so the sooner we register the better. There is also the question of how 

many students are skilled enough to make a profit. 

  “We have 39 students in our class. That means that the budget we are 

looking at right now is 195,000 points. Honestly, it’s not a lot to work with. 

It’s not an easy decision to make when it comes to food.” 

  “I have a suggestion, if you don’t mind.” 

  “I welcome your input, Horikita-san.” 

  “As Hirata-kun said, the budget we can allocate for the festival is 

limited. But no matter how much we discuss it on the table, there are still 

many things we don’t know. Even if we were to cook takoyaki at a food stall, 

we would need to know what ingredients to use, our skills, and many other 

things. If that’s the case, maybe we should bring our ideas to the class and 

test them repeatedly, even if we have to use private points.” 

  Many of the students nodded their heads in agreement at this 

suggestion. 
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  It’s true that it’s important to actually try out cooking, serving, or 

whatever you do. Of course, there is a risk of paying for it out of one’s own 

pocket, but it’s easy to dismiss it as a necessary upfront investment if it will 

pay back in class points later on. 

  “But... Oh, I don’t mean to say anything bad about the current idea, but 

I think some people will be reluctant to do anything if they have to pay for it 

themselves.” Matsushita said, fearing that some of the students would be left 

to their own devices and not put any effort into the cultural festival. 

  “That’s fine. I don’t want to waste my time with a random idea. 

However, I can’t ignore the people who are trying their best to contribute. If 

you come up with an idea for an event that you think is a good idea, you 

should actively present it. If the idea is adopted, how about paying a reward 

to the planner?” 

  “Yes, that’s a good idea. It’s not a bad idea to reward people for their 

hard work and contributions.” 

  “We’ll work out the specifics later, but for example, if we get 100 class 

points for the festival, the entire class will get 390,000 private points per 

month. I’ll divide this by the number of people who planned it and give it to 

them as a reward. This way, there should be no complaints.” 

  If we were to have five events, that would be 78,000 points per person. 

If the number of people who came up with the idea or helped out is too large 

to divide, you can divide the total amount by the total amount for two or three 

months. This way, the students who are actively involved in the festival will 

benefit, and the students who cut corners will benefit later on. Most 

importantly, if it would increase class points, I wouldn’t be opposed to it. 

  “The other thing we need to do is to keep all the information private so 

that no one can steal our ideas. Whether you’re at school, in the dorms, or at 

the Keyaki Mall, be careful what you say.” 

  Thorough confidentiality. This was very important for the next two 

months of preparation.  
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Part Three 

 
For the next two weeks, our school life went on as usual. We were preparing 

for the school festival and the sports festival at the same time, and working 

hard on our schoolwork. It was a precious time when we could say that we 

were repeating the same routine as in a normal school. Surprisingly, the 

relationship between Kei and I did not spread from Sudō, and there was no 

sign of anyone new knowing about us. 

  It was the third Wednesday after school in the middle of September. I 

was seated at the back of the class, and I caught the sight of an unsual 

encounter. Someone was approaching Horikita who was sitting in the center 

of the front row. 

  “Hey, Horikita-san I wanted to ask you something.” 

  It was Satō, who was a bit reserved. She was one of the girls that 

Horikita never got involved with. 

  “I have an errand to run to the student council in an hour, so as long as 

it doesn’t take that long, I don’t mind. What is it?” 

  She didn’t show any suspicious expression, but I guess she didn’t have 

much experience being approached by Satō. When she asked her back 

curiously, she continued in a slightly whispered voice. 

  “We’ve been thinking a lot about what we’re going to do for the 

festival right? You asked us to let you know if we had any ideas.” 

  “Yes. I’d love to hear your pitch, but-” 

  “That’s it, let me make a pitch, I’ve come up with an idea that will 

really win this festival.” 

  Satō’s confidence peeked through, but Horikita didn’t look easily 

impressed. That’s because in the past ten days or so, many students have been 

coming to Horikita with their ideas. Both boys and girls have repeatedly 

proposed ideas to Horikita, as there is a reward if they are accepted. 

  The proposals range from the traditional to the bizarre, but one thing 

they all have in common is that Horikita won’t even take them seriously if all 

they have is a name for the exhibit. On the same day that the reward for the 

proposal was announced, Hondō immediately proposed that we sell fried 

chicken because it was delicious. However, Horikita shut him down, telling 

him to come up with an actual pitch. She didn’t even show any interest in 

accepting the idea.  
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  The next day, undaunted, Hondō submitted a proposal for making fried 

chicken, but all it contained was a recipe for fried chicken that he must have 

picked up from the Internet and an impassioned speech about how much he 

would sell it for and how tasty it would be. 

  Looking at the low-level proposal, Horikita reiterated the importance of 

a proposal. If you were to open a fried food shop, how much would the cost 

be, where would the store be located, how many human resources would be 

needed, how much would the fixed price be, how many customers would be 

expected, and what would be the basis for that? After that, Horikita 

announced that she would only listen to the ideas of those who had put them 

together properly. 

  After that, it seemed that the number of people who simply approached 

Horikita with proposals would decrease, but surprisingly, the number of 

students who brought in well-developed proposals increased every day. Some 

of the proposals were actually put on Horikita’s list for consideration. 

  However, none of the proposals had been adopted yet because they 

lacked a definitive message. 

  “Well then, let’s see what you have.” 

  “Oh, yes. Of course, I’ve prepared something but... this isn’t the best 

place for it. Can you give me some time to show you what I mean?” 

  “If you say so. Where do you want me to go?” 

  “Let’s see, an empty classroom in half an hour. I’ve got permission 

from the teacher.” 

“An empty classroom?” 

  Horikita asked back curiously, and after saying goodbye to her, Satō 

turned away and looked towards me. My eyes met hers and she started to 

approach me.  

  “Hey, Ayanokōji-kun. Do you have some time later...?” 

  “Me? I don’t have any particular plans today.” 

  “You heard what I said earlier, right? I’d like you to come with me and 

Horikita-san in half an hour.” 

  “Why me too?” 

  “That’s a secret for now. You’ll know when you get here.” 

  Just like his attitude towards Horikita earlier, Satō’s face was full of 

confidence. Since I had no reason to deny her request, I agreed.  
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  “I’ll be waiting for you then!” 

  After checking the time on her phone, Satō hurried out of the 

classroom. 

  “What’s with her? She seemed so confident.” 

  “Doesn’t that mean she’s thought of a good idea?” 

  “Even if she did, why did she bother to call me?” 

  I don’t know what the big deal was, but I’ll find out in half an hour. 

Horikita and I decided to kill some time in the classroom before heading to 

the special building. 
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Part Four 

 
Since we were headed to the same place anyway, I walked with Horikita to 

the special building. When we arrived in front of the classroom designated by 

Satō, for some reason, we found Maezono there.  

  “Oh, I’m on guard duty. I don’t think there’s anyone coming to the 

special wing after school, but I had to make sure.” 

  “You were on guard...? This is a lot more elaborate than I thought.” 

  She seemed surprised that they had even set up a security system, 

although it was important to keep your exhibit a secret until the day of the 

event. Not only did they ask the teacher to rent a room in the special building, 

but they also set up a guard to prevent third parties from interfering. In 

addition, there was a simple but effective barrier to prevent people from 

seeing the inside of the classroom through shaded windows. 

  “Well then, I’ll take a look inside right away.” 

  “Oh, wait a minute. From here on, it’s going to be a practical format, so 

both Horikita-san and Ayanokōji-kun should experience it as customers.” 

  “Oh? I understand that you’ve planned this out quite thoroughly. This 

is easier to understand than looking at a poorly written plan.” 

  Seeing how elaborate the process was, Horikita would undoubtedly be 

raising her expectations. Whether or not she actually decides to adopt their 

idea is another matter, but it’s clear even at this point that they’re making a 

real effort to win the cultural festival. I’m sure Horikita will be happy to see 

the effort. 

  Horikita and I checked again to make sure there were no other people 

around, and then slowly opened the door. The first thing that jumped out at us 

was an unexpectedly colorful décor. The room was so brightly decorated that 

it was hard to believe that it was an inorganic and nondescript classroom. 

  “This is...” 

  “Welcome~. We’re Maimai, the maid café!” 

  All at once, three girls, each in a distinctive costume, greeted us. 

  The two girls who greeted us here, Satō and Matsushita, were dressed 

as maids. Mii-chan, who was looking at us shyly, was dressed in a Chinese 

style maid suit. 
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  The classrooms are usually equipped with monitors, but the special 

wing, which is rarely used, still seems to have a whiteboard. The name of the 

restaurant was written on the whiteboard in a cute way with a marker. 

  We were shown to our seats and given a handmade menu list. 

  “What would you like to order, master?” 

  “Hold on. Can I ask you something before I order?” 

  “Go on.” 

  “Didn’t it take a lot of time and money just to prepare this?” 

  It certainly looks like it would be difficult to prepare on the same day. 

Even if they could do their best to decorate, what did they do about the 

costumes? 

  “Ayanokōji-kun has a point. How long did it take, Matsushita-san?” 

  “About four days of preparation. I think the cost I incurred is 

surprisingly reasonable. All in all, 13,200 private points. The three of us here 

and Maezono planned it and split the cost, so it’s 3,300 points per person. 

The breakdown is that we bought three rental outfits and some decorations 

such as origami and pens at the general store. The tableware was our own, so 

there was no cost.” 

  I see, that’s the reason why the tableware lacks a sense of unity. Of 

course, since we are still in the planning stage, this is not a negative factor. In 

fact, I’m impressed with how well they prepared the event while keeping the 

cost to a minimum. 

  “The impact was perfect, better than anything I’ve ever seen. But...” 

  Horikita praised the presentation, saying that it was perfect for grabbing 

the audience, but she wasn’t so naive as to make a decision based on that. 

  “I wonder if you’ve created a budget for the whole thing. I’d like to see 

a concrete process.” 

  Satō motioned towards Mii-chan sharply.  

  “Well, I’ve summarized as much as I can...” 

  Taking out a clear file from her bag satchel, Mii-chan presents it to 

Horikita. There were three pages of details written in beautiful, clean letters, 

probably written by Mii-chan. She said that she had rented the costumes, but 

that she had gotten quotes from three different companies and rented one 

costume each. The price, quality, and selection of items were compared. The 

difference in cost between the cheapest and most expensive tableware to be 
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used on the day. The number of people to be expected, and the difference in 

guest capacity due to this. 

  “This is head and shoulders above any proposal I’ve seen so far. That’s 

quintessential.” 

  When I praised her honestly, Satō and Matsushita poked Mii-chan in 

the side and told her that she was being praised. He still looked embarrassed, 

but bowed his head to meet her lightly. 

  So far, the project proposal from Satō and the others could be said to be 

perfect. However.... 

“That’s certainly an interesting proposal. It may not be an uncommon 

genre, but I feel that it has potential if it’s put together properly. However, 

there are some disadvantages. The costume rental fee is 4000 points per 

outfit. If that’s the case as per the proposal, 40,000 points for 10 outfits. After 

that, the estimated cost of preparing snacks and drinks is 50,000 points. This 

alone is 90,000 in total. Classroom decorations cost 5,000 points, and if you 

add in the cost of the location, you’re looking at... that’s not a cheap price to 

pay.” 

  Even if the manpower doesn’t require a wage and can be secured 

without difficulty, it would mean spending almost half of the current budget 

on one event. 

  “Yes, that’s true, but I think we can raise the sales price to counter 

that.” 

  The menu list that Satō and the others made, for example, cost 800 

points for a cup of tea. The price is higher than what you would pay for a cup 

of tea at a café in the Keyaki Mall. Of course, the price could be revised 

downward significantly depending on future adjustments, but they still think 

it has a good chance of selling. 

  Horikita’s face was serious as she read over the three separate 

proposals. However, the outfits of Satō and the others around her seemed 

strange and unrealistic, like a fairy tale. Eventually, perhaps having come to a 

conclusion, Horikita looks up. 

  “I’m going to check again, but no one saw this performance, right?” 

“Of course not.” She nodded her head, looking confident. Satō and Mii-

chan followed suit. 
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  “Very well. I’ll do my best to make sure this maid café goes through. 

Can you guys further scrutinize this proposal, including thorough cost 

reduction?” 

  “Really? Yes!” 

  The three of them exchanged a touch each for joy. 

  “It’s too early to rejoice. Don’t forget that we’re still in the process of 

reviewing the proposal.” 

Although she said this, it was still a big leap forward that Horikita was 

even seriously considering this idea.  

  As the two of us walked out into the hallway, Maezono, who had been 

watching us, waved happily at us. The commotion in the classroom must 

have reached Maezono’s ears as well. 

  “I’m kind of surprised how well that went.” 

  “I wouldn’t readily admit it was a good idea if I didn’t feel that way. In 

fact, most of the ideas that were brought to me were rejected on the spot, or at 

best, put on hold. That’s how powerful their presentation was.” 

The idea of a maid cafe is not that unusual. However, it seemed that 

Horikita was willing to help because she saw the potential for our class to 

show off its strengths and impress the guests. 

  “So, even if some other class adopts the same maid cafe, we can win?” 

  “I’m fairly certain we have a good chance.” 

  Even if you open a store with bad food, you’ll be fighting against 

several rivals. On the other hand, even if one or two maid cafes are covered, 

you might be able to screw them over with your strength. Aside from the 

three people who wore the same costumes, there are still other students who 

could be useful. 

  “I’m going to ask for your help Ayanokōji-kun to ensure that the girls’ 

project is a success.” 

  “My help? Don’t tell me you want me to cosplay as well?” 

  “Why are you so stupid? I’m going to give it my all, but I’ll also need 

some help from the boys, right? I think that kind of thing should be handled 

by you.” 

  “No well... I know what you mean, but... I’m sure there are other 

suitable people.” 
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  “Right. Ike-kun, Hondō-kun and the others may have better eyes for 

this kind of thing. But if you tell them about this, it could lead to a leak. They 

seem to be light on their feet.” 

  “Can’t deny that.” 

  “I don’t want to unnecessarily increase the number of people who know 

what’s going on inside. You understand, don’t you?” 

  “I see.” 

  Maybe it was just my bad luck that Satō had called me here, and I was 

destined for this. 

  “So, I’ll leave the selection of people to you first. Of course, you can 

tell whoever takes the job about the case, but remember to keep it a secret. If 

anything happens to you, the project will be shut down.” That’s how 

important it was to keep the information safe. “In that sense, I want to keep 

the number of people sharing information to a minimum. Can I leave 

everything to you? I’ll set up a formal budget later, and I’ll need you to 

arrange people, pay for everything, and manage it.” 

  “Wait, wait. You’re taking a big leap at once. You’re just going to 

leave it to me?” 

  “There’s no single program for this festival. In terms of the balance of 

men, women and human resources, multiple stalls are a must. It’s also going 

to be quite a challenge to figure out how to increase sales on a low budget, 

and I’d rather focus on that.” 

  I was tempted to let her handle the entire thing at this point but she 

strongly felt I should share some of the burden.  

  “So, you’re accepting my offer, right?” 

  I don’t remember showing any pretense of wanting to accept, but I 

didn’t have much of a choice. 

  “I suppose so.” 

  I wonder if it is possible for me to run an ideal maid cafe. I can’t say 

I’m very confident. I’m not sure how many more waitresses I’m going to be 

able to recruit. Still, for now that I’ve got Satō and Matsushita down. Even 

though it is still a long way off, the list will need to be compiled in the near 

future. 

  “I’m going to head to the student council room. I’ll see you later.” Said 

Horikita interrupting my thoughts.  

  “I’ll head back too then.” 
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  I was about to leave the special building when I spotted Chabashira-

sensei; who didn’t seem to be passing by chance, given the location. 

  “You’ve seen Satō and the others? I heard about the performance. And 

what they’re planning to do. Not a bad idea.” 

  “It was great. For Satō and the others, they had to make sure that pitch 

was good enough first before they can even start actual preparations” 

  It’s no laughing matter to have prepared so much in earnest without 

knowing if they’ll get permission. 

  “I was wondering how you were doing personally, so I thought I’d 

come check on you. How have things been going?” 

  “Horikita was positive, so I suppose things are going fine. I guess they 

figured the odds were in their favor. We’re working out the details now.” 

  “I see. Then it looks like it’s an easier road from here on out.  

  “They got me involved, though, so things got a little tricky.” 

  “What do you mean?” 

  “Under Horikita’s direction, I’ve been assigned to direct the 

performance. 

  “Ayanokōji leading a maid café...?” Chabashira-sensei laughed 

somewhat mirthlessly as she gave me a pitiful look. “Horikita makes some 

pretty interesting suggestions.” 

  “I think people like Ike and Hondō are many times more suited to this 

kind of thing to be perfectly honest.” 

  “As for understanding otaku culture, that may be true. But what’s 

important at a cultural festival is sales. They may be able to improve the 

quality of their performance, but they aren’t good at calculating and making a 

profit. That’s why it’s important for you to supervise them. It’s a problem 

that can be solved by asking them for their opinions if necessary.” 

  Easy for you to say. In order to absorb opinions, we must also acquire a 

minimum level of knowledge. If we only listen to advice in ignorance, there’s 

no guarantee that we’ll arrive at the right answer, and conversely, it’s 

difficult to point out what’s wrong. 

  “You’ve got to be hungry for the opportunity to learn something other 

than studying. The manager of the maid café sounds like a hefty role.” 

  “I guess so.” 

  I was about to leave, but Chabashira-sensei stopped me in my tracks. 
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  “Ayanokōji. Next time you’re free... can you give me a few minutes of 

your time?” 

  “Next time? When?” 

  “I’ll send you a message soon. Would that be okay?” 

  “Well, I don’t mind. If I have plans, I’ll make myself available.” 

  I could have refused, but after receiving a serious look from 

Chabashira-sensei, I decided to accept. 
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                                      Chapter Three: 

                Two Teachers; A Special Exam of Destiny 

 

The next morning, I was assigned to be the manager of a maid café. 

As Chabashira-sensei entered the room, the students immediately noticed 

something was off when they saw her face.  

  This time, however, the word “special exam” probably didn’t come to 

mind first. The main reason for this is that they probably thought that the next 

exam would be the sports festival. And then, after that, the culture festival. 

  “Before the sports festival in October, you will have to undergo a new 

special exam.” 

   The students were a little upset. This time last year, everybody was 

already preparing for the sports festival, and there were no other special 

exams, but this year is different. 

  “I’ve just got through the gruelling deserted island exam and now I’ve 

got to take another special exam...” 

  As is becoming the norm, Ike’s frustration leaking out was the first 

thing that could be heard. For Ike, who had overcome the fear of being 

expelled from the school to go out with Shinohara Satsuki, it must be a 

daunting prospect. No matter how well you get to know each other or how 

close you become, as a result of special examinations, sudden expulsions 

could happen. Students with low overall OAA performances are undoubtedly 

at particular risk of this. 

  “What the hell guys. We’ll just have to get through a few extra exams 

before we get to the sports festival.” Sudō, who has absolute confidence in 

his athleticism, pumps his fist. 

  “Please don’t get carried away Sudō-kun.” 

  “Oh.” Immediately, Horikita’s warning made Sudō a little sullen, and 

he fell silent. 

  What a good master-servant relationship development- I mean, 

friendship. 

 



 

31 PrinceYG#6558 
 

 

  “If we’re being honest, there are few cases of special exams at this time 

of year. In fact, there is no special exam for the first-year or third-year 

students.” 

  “Does that mean that only us second years will have to face a special 

exam before the sports festival?” Satō asked, leaning back in her chair. 

  Chabashira-sensei nodded with no objection. 

  “The school is giving you the recognition you deserve; you second 

years have performed very well.” 

  “Isn’t that strange? You’re giving us a special exam because you’ve 

evaluated us positively?” 

  “It’s true that special exams come with risks that you need to be wary 

of. Some students may lose class points, private points, or even be expelled. 

However, on the other hand, they also provide you many opportunities to live 

a more fulfilling school life. The more special exams you undergo, the more 

chances you have of being promoted to Class A, which we believe is the most 

important thing.” 

  It’s true that it’s extremely difficult to earn class points in your 

everyday life. If anything, the period when special exams are not being held 

is a time where class points can only be lowered. Whether it be the deserted 

island exam or something else, it is only when special exams are held that we 

get the chance to move up to a higher class. 

  “Happiness and sadness are two sides of the same coin. So the risk is 

the benefit, right?” 

  Horikita, who listened from beside Chabashira-sensei, calmly accepted 

the situation. 

  “That’s how it is.” 

  “There’s nothing to be afraid of. We’re definitely closing in on Class A 

now. We’ve got a chance to escape from the three-way battle for Class B, 

which is currently underway.” 

  The more opportunities you have, the better. That’s a sentiment we all 

share when it comes to moving up. 

  “That’s true... And complaining isn’t going to stop the special exams.” 
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  Horikita’s words were met with approval by Satō and the rest of the 

class. 

  Although still incomplete, Horikita’s growth as a pillar of support has 

certainly had a positive influence on her classmates. Inwardly, I think 

Chabashira-sensei is also happy, but she doesn’t show it on her face. She’s 

never been one to show her sweet side, but this time I feel like she is showing 

it more than ever. 

  “You’ll be taking part in what’s known as the ‘Unanimous Voting 

Exam’.”  

  The monitors light up and the explanation begins with customary 

visuals.  

  “This special exam is very simple. As such, I will be taking questions 

from you if you have any concerns at any time. The special exam will be held 

tomorrow, and as you can probably guess from the name, it will consist of a 

series of multiple-choice votes which you will have to repeat as a class until 

you reach a unanimous decision.” 

  “Tomorrow? That’s quite sudden.” 

  There was no time to prepare. Of course, there is no advantage or 

disadvantage, as every class shares equal conditions, but Class C, which had 

just started to settle down, began to buzz again. 

  “As I said before, this test is simple. There is no need to spend a lot of 

time discussing it beforehand, so the school sees no problem in doing it 

tomorrow.” 

  Repeat the vote in class until it is unanimous. 

  With that alone, there certainly didn’t appear to be any complexity in it. 

  “So you’re saying that we aren’t competing against another class this 

time?” 

  More importantly, Yōsuke immediately asked for clarification on this 

point. 

  “Yes. You will not be competing against students from other classes, as 

this is a special exam that will only be conducted within each class. On the 

day of the exam, the school will give you five questions to complete. The 

tasks are the same for all classes, so there is no imbalance.” 
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  This is not surprising, as the difficulty level would vary from class to 

class if the tasks varied. 

  “I’ll get right to it and provide you with an example to help you 

understand.” 

[Example:]  

 

You lose 5 class points, but all your classmates gain 10,000 private points. 

You can vote for or against. 

  The task was displayed on the monitor. The content was simple and 

straightforward, as advertised. 

  “Hmm? What’s this? Well... we’ll lose 5 class points, but gain 10,000 

private points instead... What kind of question is this? Is it a gain? Is it a 

loss?” 

  Shinohara said aloud, folding her fingers and trying to calculate the 

gain and loss in her head. 

  It wasn’t surprising that a number of unexpected questions came up. 

Even if it was just an example, I was expecting more of a choice. Each class 

point equates to 100 private points. That means that the value of 5 class 

points is 500 private points. At first glance, the 10,000 private points are by 

far more valuable. 

  However, the class points themselves will continue to have value. In 

one month, 5 class points are only worth 500 private points, but over the 

course of a year, just 5 class points become 6,000 private points. If we 

consider the time remaining until graduation, there will be 18 months where 

we receive private points between October of the second year and March of 

the third year. This means that 5 class points can be thought of as 9000 

private points. 

  You can either gain 10,000 private points immediately, or you can 

gradually earn them until graduation and gain a total of 9,000 private points. 

The former is slightly more profitable in terms of private points alone. 

  But it’s not that simple. 

  If we chose to lose five class points here, and missed out on Class A at 

the end of the race by that margin, we would have made the worst possible 
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choice here, and would look back on it that way. 

  Of course, the odds of five points being the difference between Class A 

and Class B are slim-to-none, so it may well be that it is better to take the 

10,000 private points. 

  In the end, there are advantages and disadvantages no matter which 

perspective you take. 

  “In response to this task, thirty-nine people will vote from the options 

presented to them in full anonymity. A hundred questions are as good as one 

answer, so let’s give it a go. I know many of you have questions, but I want 

you to try it out without any discussion. You can vote for or against from 

your tablets.” 

  The tablet screens of the students in the class, including mine, are 

switched by Chabashira-sensei. 

  The tablet presented the contents of the task, and I could select either 

for or against. It was the most unusual special exam we’ve had. I decided to 

give it some serious thought. 

  Private points have no direct effect on class points. If you vote for, all 

your classmates will get 10,000 points, which is a straightforward bonus. 

However, by doing so, you lose 5 class points, and while it’s only 5, points 

are points. 

  In this case, we need to consider how we think in terms of human 

nature. 

  It’s not a question of whether it is better to gain 10,000 private points or 

to preserve 5 class points, but the other way around. It is a question of which 

choice will save you from regret. 

  I decided to vote ‘for’ and see what the result would be, because I 

didn’t think it was a good idea to have the vote be unanimous the first time. 

  Soon after, the vote was complete, and Chabashira-sensei looked up 

from her tablet. 

  “Okay, now that everyone has voted, I’d like to display the results as 

soon as possible.” 

  With that said, the result was displayed on the monitor. 
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• [Results of the first round of voting:]  

3 in favour, 36 opposed. 

  I knew that there would be more opposition, but it was by a greater 

margin than I had imagined. 

  “Oh, what? You’ll get more for 10,000 private points than you’ll get 

for 5 class points, right? Did I do the math wrong? Why is it so much the 

other way around?” 

  Ike, who seemed to have voted in favour of the proposal, looked around 

at his classmates and asked curiously. 

  “It’s true that the 10,000 private points are more valuable than the 5 

class points. However, class points are essential to achieve Class A. If the 

difference is only 1,000 points, why bother to reduce your precious class 

points?” 

  Here is a theoretical explanation of why Horikita, who seems to have 

voted against it. 

  “In the unlikely event that a difference of five class points makes the 

difference between winning and losing, you wouldn’t be able to stop 

regretting it.” 

  Like me, many students are worried about the “just in case” risk. It is 

also important to remember that three other classes will be taking on the same 

challenge. If the three classes are unanimous in their choice of class points, 

this class will be the only one to take a step backwards. Of course, it would 

be a different story if we could make use of the 10,000 private points we 

would have gained. 

  “Each of you has your own opinion, but let’s hear it. There are 36 votes 

against, which is a huge margin, but it’s not unanimous, so we’ll have to do 

this again. In the actual exam, there will be a fixed 10-minute interval before 

the next vote. During this interval, you will be allowed to talk freely, as you 

are now, and sometimes leave your seats and exchange views, but for now we 

will skip this. Let the voting begin again.” 

  The aim of this test is to make the vote unanimous. 
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  If the vote is not unanimous, it is invalid, and a 10-minute interval is 

enforced. 

 

  Even if we could reach a consensus quickly, we would lose a lot of 

time. 

  Due to the way this special exam was structured, it was safe to assume 

that there will probably be a time limit. 

  If the disagreement continues, there would be a possibility that the time 

runs out… 

  So, for the second round, the only thing to do is to vote against it, 

without even thinking about it. 

  If you pitch against it, you can bring it to unanimity. 

  That’s why I decided to vote “yes” for the second time. 

  I thought that this would give my classmates a better understanding of 

this special exam. 

 

• [Result of the second round of voting:]  

2 in favour, 37 opposed. 

 

  “Oh, hey, hey, hey, who’s still voting yes after what you just said?” 

  “I’m sorry, it’s me, Sudō-kun. I tried to avoid being unanimous. It 

seems that there is someone else who had the same idea as me, but...” 

  She didn’t look at me, but I think she was referring to me. 

  “This is the result of the second vote. The vote was almost completely 

against, but there were still two votes in favour. In this case, there will be a 

further interval of 10 minutes before voting resumes. The test is to reach a 

final unanimous vote of 39 in favour or 39 against. Of course, whatever is 

chosen in this way will actually be adopted. In this case, if the vote is 39 in 

favour, you will all receive 10,000 private points, but you will lose 5 class 

points. On the other hand, if 39 votes are cast against the proposal, the 

proposal becomes invalid and has no effect whatsoever.” 
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  This means that the challenge will end without anyone gaining or 

losing any points. 

  “It’s not unanimous, but to save time we’ll move on to the next 

example.” 

 

[Example:]  

 

1 million private points to one person in the class. (In the event of a 

unanimous vote in favour, the pupil who will be awarded points will be voted 

on.) 

 

You can vote for or against. 

 

  “You may think it’s an example, but in the real exam, we forbid private 

conversations before the first vote. In other words, you have to genuinely 

face the task and vote first.” 

  So it’s not until before the second vote that we discuss what we thought 

about the task. 

 

• [Results of the first round of voting:]  

39 in favour, 0 opposed. 

 

The obvious result is displayed: even if only one of the 39 students gets 

private points, there is almost no reason to choose the latter. Even if you are 

disappointed that you don’t get them, it will be difficult to achieve unanimity 

in opposition. 

  “If the task is to select a particular individual, the first step is the same 

as in the first example: to get a unanimous vote in favour or against. If the 

vote is unanimously against, the task ends, but if the vote is unanimous in 

favour, the task does not end, but goes one step further. After an interval, you 

will be asked to discuss who you would nominate. The tablet will show the 
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names of all your classmates except yourself.” 

  The screen on the tablet was forced to switch and, sure enough, all 

names other than my own were laid out. 

  However, it is not in alphabetical order, but in an irregular order, with a 

mixture of boys and girls. 

  “To ensure anonymity, the position of each student’s name will be 

changed each time a vote is taken. This is also the case for options such as 

yes or no, which are also randomly changed. This is to prevent people from 

spying on the students next to them and guessing which one they voted for 

from the position of where their finger tapped the screen.” 

  She continued to explain the rules further, telling us that it will be 

impossible to know what other people have voted for. 

  “Once the discussion is underway, each student can vote at their own 

pace, simply by tapping on the student they wish to nominate. At the end of 

the 10 minutes, the student who has received the majority of the votes will be 

considered as the ‘specific student’. Suppose Ike is chosen by a majority of 

votes.” 

  “Oh, it’s me? Yes!” 

  “The right to vote is temporarily removed from Ike, the person in 

question, and the vote is cast by the other 38 people.” 

  A majority of students is naturally close to unanimous. I suppose that’s 

how recommendations work. 

  A new round of voting on tasks that go one step further began, and we 

cast our votes. 

[Example:]  

Ike Kanji is awarded 1 million private points. 

You can vote for or against. 

 

• [Results of the 2nd round of voting:]  

0 in favour, 38 opposed. 
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  “What? Wait, why hasn’t anyone voted in favour of this!” 

  “No ones gonna give you a million private points.” Sudō spoke for all 

of us in the class when he said what we must all be thinking. 

 “In the event of a unanimous vote against awarding the points to Ike, it 

will be passed that “no points will be awarded to Ike”, but that only removes 

Ike from the list of options and leaves the one million points up in the air. So, 

from the remaining 38 students, we will select another student to continue the 

task. However, if they are unable to reach a unanimous decision on who to 

award the points to before time runs out, the test will fail. Furthermore, 

please note that the one million points will not be awarded to anyone.” 

  “What? Does that mean my chances of getting them are now zero?” 

  “That’s the way it is. You wouldn’t have been removed from the list if 

there had been even one vote in favour, though. We also invite candidates to 

stand. If they do so during the interval, they will be accepted as the ‘specific 

student’ on a first come, first served basis. However, only one candidate will 

be allowed per task.” 

  “So what happens if we don’t get a majority of nomination votes for a 

particular student in 10 minutes, or if there are no candidates? I’m sure those 

cases could be considered.” 

  “In that case, they will be randomly selected from within the class.” 

  They don’t wait for time or an assignment, they seem to force someone 

to start the voting. 

  “When it comes to choosing an individual, I think you might be 

wasting your time.” 

  That’s right. It’s like having more options for the number of people in 

your class. However, I don’t think it will be easy to decide on a randomly 

selected student. 

  “Let’s all keep our heads up. This special exam may turn out to be 

harder than we thought...” 

  Not all issues can be solved by talking about them. 

  There is a good chance that we will be forced to make choices that will 

never be able to be compromised on. 

  No, otherwise it would have no meaning as a special examination. 
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  “I’ll give you one more example at the end. This time, we’ll have you 

do it in a real-life format to its completion.” 

 

[Example:] 

 It has been decided to build an additional facility in the Keyaki Mall. Which 

of the following would you prefer? 

- Restaurants 

- General shops 

- Recreational facilities 

- Medical facilities 

  In contrast to the previous examples, this time the poll consists of four 

options rather than for or against. 

  I thought it was just a yes or no vote, but apparently that’s not the case. 

It seems that the choices made here will actually be implemented, but if this 

were not an example, would it really mean that the facility will be built? 

  “When a task is passed in favour, etc., its content is actually approved. 

However, there is a special way of doing this for tasks that affect the whole 

school. In such a case, the unanimous choice is simply the one chosen by the 

class. If this class is unanimous on the restaurant option, but the other three 

classes are unanimous on the entertainment option, then the additional 

entertainment option with three votes will be chosen.” 

  The meaning of what Chabashira-sensei was saying was probably clear 

to all. There are two types of tasks: those that take immediate effect and those 

that are presented as a class vote. Either way, it will have to be carefully 

discussed and unanimously agreed upon. 

  Private conversations are not allowed before the first vote, so choose 

your options intuitively. 
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• [Results of the first round of voting:] 

• 20 for restaurants. 

• 4 for general shops. 

• 15 for recreational facilities. 

• 0 for medical facilities. 

 

  “As it was not unanimous, we will have a 10-minute interval.” 

  This is where the interval comes in for the first time. 

  A ten-minute countdown began on the monitor behind the podium. 

This will continue until the time runs out and the next voting time is 

enforced. 

  Students are free to leave their seats and formulate their arguments as 

they wish, whether they speak out loud or whisper to someone in particular. I 

observed and waited to see what happens. Ten minutes passed without 

anyone giving any particular instructions, just chatting away as they pleased. 

  “Just before the end of the interval, you will be asked to return to your 

seat and prepare to vote. You will be given a maximum of 60 seconds to vote. 

If everyone votes quickly, we will move on to announcing the results without 

waiting for the time limit.” 

  Unlike the compulsory 10-minute interval, it seems that the voting time 

can be shortened with some ingenuity. 

  “Students who do not complete their vote within 60 seconds will be 

penalised with an overtime penalty. Any student who allows 90 seconds 

overtime in total to elapse before completing the five tasks will be expelled.” 

  This is the school’s way of making sure that students vote. If there is a 

student who refuses to vote, they will be forced to leave the school. 

  Even if you delayed every time you voted, you would lose valuable 

time if you didn’t finish your vote within 58 or 59 seconds, so it is unlikely 

that any student would bother to do so. 

  The second round of voting took place, and the results were displayed. 
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• [Results of the second round of voting:]  

• 23 for restaurants 

• 2 for grocery shops 

• 14 votes for entertainment facilities 

• 0 votes for medical facilities 

 

  As there was no talk of a consensus of opinion, the result was the same 

as the first one. 

  Unless it’s an obvious decision, it’s not easy to bring it to unanimity on 

the first vote. 

  And it is not so difficult to get 39 votes for a particular option once we 

have reached a consensus. 

  But that’s only if the tasks are all as we expect. 

  Depending on the content, there will be some things that will require 

considerable discussion. 

  “This concludes the example, but you get the gist. In order to pass this 

special test, you must unanimously complete five tasks within five hours. If 

you fail to complete all of the tasks in the five hours, you will be penalised 

very heavily. The penalty loss is 300 class points.” 

  “Three hundred?!” 

  So it’s a special exam that is an absolute necessity to clear. 

  “But if you can finish it in time, you get 50 class points.” 

  The rewards and penalties seem unbalanced, but they are reasonable 

when you consider the difficulty of the test. 

  “There’s no need to panic. We don’t have to fight with anyone this 

time, we just have to be united in our views. We can re-run the vote as many 

times as time permits, with an interval in between.” 

  



 

43 PrinceYG#6558 
 

 “You can now see roughly the outline of this special exam. You will 

see a summary of the rules. Those of you who feel the need to save it may 

take a screenshot to use as reference.” 

[Overview of the Unanimous Voting exam] 

 

[Rules explanation] 

• All classmates have to vote on a set of options in response to a question 

posed by the school. 

(There are a total of five questions with a maximum of four options.) 

• Unless one of the choices is unanimous, the same task will be repeated. 

• If you run out of time in the middle of a task, it will not be approved at 

all, regardless of the progress of the task. 

• Unanimously approved proposals are actually adopted, regardless of 

whether the class passes or fails the special examination. 

• Earn 50 class points for completing all tasks. 

• If you do not complete all tasks within 5 hours you will lose 300 class 

points. 

 

[Special examination process] 

• You will be presented with a challenge and you will cast your first vote 

(within 60 seconds). 

• If there is unanimous agreement, move on to the next task (1). If it is 

not unanimous, go to (3). 

• 10-minute interval, during which time students are free to move about 

and discuss within the classroom. 

• 60 seconds voting time (you can’t discuss, only vote.) 

(Students who do not complete their vote within 60 seconds will 
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receive an overtime penalty.) 

(If the accumulated penalty exceeds 90 seconds, the student will be 

expelled.) 

• If the results are unanimous, proceed to the next task and go to (1). 

If unanimous agreement is not reached, return to (3). 

 

  Repeat the process, and when you have completed the five tasks, the 

special test will be completed. If you fail, you will be penalised. Losing 300 

class points here could mean losing your ticket to Class A. This is not an 

exaggeration. 

  If the other three classes all clear the exam and we don’t, that would 

open up a 350-point gap to the others. 

  We can talk about it as much as we like, but the main obstacle is that it 

is a completely anonymous vote in which it is impossible to know who voted 

for what. 

  You can vote in favour and still claim to have voted against. 

  “We teachers do not know what kind of tasks will be asked of you. 

Some of you may be optimistic, but I would advise you not to be complacent. 

In addition, it is strictly forbidden to make any agreements with other 

students that bind them to vote for a particular option in this exam. It is also 

forbidden to exchange money with other students to bind them to a particular 

choice. This applies equally to your own class as it does to other classes.” 

  So you’re not allowed to force people to bind their choices? 

  They may be able to unite and consolidate their votes to a certain 

extent, but they can’t create guarantees. 

  If there is a contract that says you can only vote for option 1, then there 

could be one person who has signed such a contract, and that could make the 

test dysfunctional. 

  That alone would make it possible to carry out vicious attacks against 

other classes. 
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“Thorough monitoring of the rules will be carried out by the school. If it is 

found that a third party outside the class has been involved and is able to 

continue to make unilateral choices, there will be no mercy and expulsion for 

anyone involved. Please be prepared for this. I also assure you that if anyone 

is approached about any wrongdoing, they should report it immediately to the 

school and we will do our best to resolve it.” 

  If time runs out on the special exam, which is a prerequisite for clearing 

the exam, the school will undoubtedly carry out an investigation. 

  The mere mention of it would probably incur a heavy penalty, so even 

people like Ryūen would be unlikely to make any overt moves. 

  Until the start of the special examinations, it is advisable to refrain from 

getting involved with students from other classes. 

  “In addition, during this special examination, the effectiveness of 

protection points will be temporarily disabled. The reason for this is that it is 

impossible to have a fair exam if only one student is protected. If the holder 

of a protection point is expelled in any way, the protection point cannot be 

used to reverse the expulsion. However, the expulsion can be avoided if the 

individual or the class as a whole pays 20 million private points.” 

  There is currently no sum of private points within this class that can do 

that. This means that students who are expelled are certain to be expelled. 

  Does this mean that protection points, which can nullify expulsion 

once, are sometimes restricted? If it were a special test against another class, 

the temporary invalidation of the protection points could lead to complaints. 

In this case, however, it is an in-class issue. In that sense, it is not surprising 

that this special rule applies. It would be no wonder if he complained, but 

Kōenji didn’t seem bothered by this. 

  “During the special examination, all communication devices such as 

mobile phones will be collected. This is because of the possibility of 

interference from external sources. In the unlikely event that you are found to 

be carrying a concealed device... well you can already assume what would 

happen.” 

  Now that we knew that expulsion, among other various rules were 

involved, we started to form an idea of how this exam might go. 
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Part One 

When it was time for lunch, Yōsuke immediately left his seat and headed for 

the podium.  

  “Can we do this before lunch? I think I’d like to hear everyone’s 

opinion. What do you think?” 

  Kushida raised her hand to answer. 

  “Um, this special exam means that there are going to be separate 

options and there’s going to be trouble, right?” 

  “Of course it will. Because there’s no need to go to the trouble of 

having a special form of examination if it can be settled without any trouble.” 

  “Then I think it’s better to have a clear leader in case there’s a 

contingency where the choices don’t add up. I think if we follow the options 

that that leader eventually decides on, we can pass the special exam without 

any problems.” 

  “Yes, I agree. I agree with you, Kushida. But it’s going to be a big 

responsibility for the leader.” 

  The more options there are and the more divided opinions there are, the 

more criticism there will be from students who support the option that was 

not chosen. It will take a leader who is capable of organising the entire class. 

  “If you don’t mind, could you ask... Horikita-san?” 

  “Me?” 

  “Yes. You’ve been a leader many times before, and most importantly, I 

thought you could bring everyone together so that there would be no 

unfairness. Of course, it’s a big responsibility, as Hirata-kun said, and if 

Horikita-san says it’s okay, then it’s...” 

  “Yes. It’s possible that other classes will have similar strategies, and 

you’ll be able to use them if you have a difference of opinion. If you don’t 

feel comfortable following my instructions when the time comes, you can let 

me know now.” 

  Not many students were willing to stand up for themselves or say 

anything negative about the leader’s responsibility. Kushida’s proposal was 

easily passed, and it was agreed that Horikita will be the leader of the group 

in case of emergency. 
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  For the rest of the day there was a lot of discussion, but no major 

decisions were made. Sometime later, lunchtime arrived. 

  “Let’s go to lunch. Yukimū and Miyacchi are good, right?” 

  Two of the usual boys stood up in agreement with Haruka as she turned 

around and asked for confirmation. 

  Members of Ayanokōji Group. A small group of five, including myself. 

  Just as the five of us were beginning to gather, a different classmate 

came running up to us. 

  As soon as I made eye contact, the student shouted. 

  “Kiyotaka! Lunch, let’s go.” 

  Without a pause, but with a nervous look in her eyes, she called out to 

me. 

  No one was paying attention to the fact that Kei was coming towards 

me, nor was anyone intending to listen to the conversation. But all 37 of the 

other students, with the exception of Kōenji, looked at us at once. 

  “Sorry guys, I’m going to eat with Kei today.” 

  I pulled out my chair and stood up before the others could comprehend 

what was going on. 

  “I’d like to go to a café. Can we?” 

  “Hey... Eh...? Wait, wait, wait. Why are you interrupting us for all of a 

sudden, Karuizawa-san?” 

  “It’s not really a rule to not interrupt, is it? Did you hear Kiyotaka’s 

refusal just now? Plus, he promised me.” 

  “I heard what you said. ...What do you mean? You were promised 

something? What... Kei?” 

  After a short delay, Haruka began to understand that we call each other 

by our first names. No, even then she might not have understood most of it. 

  “Sorry, but I’m his girlfriend and I’m his priority. You know?” 

  “Ha?” 

  “G-girl...friend?” 

  Haruka and Airi muttered at the same time, although their reactions 

were quite different. 

  “So from now on, Kiyotaka may not be able to attend your group’s 
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gatherings as much.” 

  “Come on, let’s go,” Kei said, tugging on my arm as we left the 

classroom. 

  The fact that her face was beginning to turn red showed that she was 

feeling quite embarrassed. I didn’t think she would reveal it to everyone in 

this way either... 

  Haruka, Airi, and the rest of the students were too stunned to follow us. 
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Part Two 

With Kei’s bold action, our relationship, which few people had known about 

until now, became known to the whole class. It will probably spread across 

the whole school by the end of the day. 

  I’m not sure how many students would be interested in the relationship 

between me and Kei, but I doubted it would be many. 

  The pairing of Ike and Shinohara, who had became a couple during the 

summer holiday, didn’t cause as much of a stir in terms of publicity as I’d 

expected. Rather, it was a pairing that had been expected. 

  Some of the boys were pretentious and some of their friends were 

frankly jealous, but in the end, it made no difference to the many people who 

congratulated them, and they developed a slow but steady relationship as a 

couple. 

  The sight of them going home together, as well as going on dates 

together, was becoming increasingly frequent. 

  What at first seemed like a new sight will soon become commonplace. 

  I’m sure it will be the same for me and Kei, but we’ll probably cause 

more of a stir for a longer time than the Ike-Shinohara pair. I’m not sure how 

many of the students could have predicted our relationship. 

  Anyway, the first day after school arrived and the whole class knew 

about the relationship. 

  I’d been aware of this all afternoon, but a certain girl hadn’t looked at 

me once since lunch. 

  “Hey Kiyopon, would you like to walk home with me?” 

  One such girl, Airi’s good friend and confidant, Haruka, came up to me 

and called out. 

  I was expecting Kei to suggest that we go home together after school, 

but when I’d looked at her, I saw that she was still surrounded by girls asking 

her questions. 

  “Are you sure?” 

  I’d thought that Haruka would do something to help and care for Airi. 

  Airi was silently preparing to leave. 
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  “I know, but there’s nothing I can say to that girl now. Well? Unless 

you’re saying that there are reasons why Kiyopon can’t go home alone with 

me.” When she said this, Haruka’s expression hardened for a moment. 

  “Okay.” 

  Now that our relationship has become public knowledge, there are 

inevitably fewer opportunities to get together with the Ayanokōji Group. 

  Therefore I’d better listen to them as much as I can. Then the two of us 

took our bags and headed for the front door via the rear exit. On the way, 

Haruka walked along without saying a word. I occasionally stole glances at 

her face, which looked both angry and sad. 

  When I’d put on my shoes and left the school, she finally turned to look 

at me. 

  “I’m going to ask you straight out because there’s no point asking in a 

roundabout way, but... is it true that you started going out with Karuizawa-

san? I still can’t believe it, even now.” 

  “Just as you saw, it’s true.” 

  When I told her this, her lips pursed and she nodded quickly. 

  “Right? But it was such a shock. It’s not that I care who you go out 

with, it’s just that I didn’t think it was going to be Karuizawa-san.” 

  The reputation of Karuizawa Kei was not very high in the eyes of the 

rest of the student body. Most of them think that she is a selfish girl who went 

out with the popular Yōsuke early and dumped him for her own convenience. 

  “So this is what you were talking about in the pool before. It’s a bit of a 

psychological shock. You know, it’s not just a bit, okay? She was trying to 

hold it together in the classroom, but she was crying all throughout 

lunchtime.” 

  “I see.” 

  “Well, no. And are you serious about the fact that you started dating 

over spring break?” 

  “I’m sorry for not telling you, I really am. It’s just that there are a lot of 

circumstances.” 
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  “Circumstances, huh? Well, there are a lot of rumours about 

Karuizawa-san, so I can understand that...” 

  Considering the fact that she had started dating Yōsuke immediately 

after enrolling at the school, and that she herself had probably been 

fabricating her past, this kind of perception arising was unavoidable. 

  “This is real, isn’t it? I mean, it’s not like, a prank, or anything.” 

  “Don’t do that.” 

  “Ha. ...I see. That’s right. I’m so confused too ...No, no, no, no, no, I 

never would’ve guessed Karuizawa-san, but I had an idea that Kiyopon was 

dating someone, or that you liked someone who wasn’t Airi...” 

  She held her head in her hands, lamenting that all her predictions had 

been wrong. 

  “I talked to Yukimū and Miyacchi for a bit and they felt the same as 

me. I haven’t heard directly from them, but I think Airi’s shock was bigger 

than ours.” 

  I was sure it was. I could easily imagine that. 

  “I mean, how did it happen? It didn’t seem like you had many personal 

connections at all.” 

  It’s no wonder she doesn’t know when I started to like Kei, or when she 

started to like me. 

  “I was in the same group as Kei in the Cruise Ship special exam last 

year. From there we started to talk a bit more, and when Yōsuke and Kei 

decided to split up, our relationship started to take off.” 

  In February of this year, the fact that the relationship between Kei and 

Yōsuke had ended reached the ears of some students. 

  “So you’re saying you’ve had contact with her for a rather long time? 

You didn’t seem to talk to her on a regular basis.” 

  “We were mostly talking on our phones.” 

  “I’m going to have to dig deeper; who confessed first?” 

  As Airi’s guardian and spokesperson, she would like to learn more 

about it. 

  “I did.” 
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  “So, if it was at least from Karuizawa, I thought there would still be a 

chance, but I didn’t expect it to be from Kiyopon... I’m beat.” 

  She slapped her forehead and held up her hands in surrender. 

  “There’s so much information, it’s hard to sort through it all. I’m sorry, 

but can we stop by the convenience store?” 

  Just as we were approaching the convenience store, Haruka suggested 

this to me. 

  “Yeah, I’ll wait outside.” 

  Apologizing lightly, Haruka disappeared into the convenience store in a 

hurry. I took out my phone, which had vibrated in my pocket several times 

during this journey. 

  [“I’ll be waiting for you at Keyaki Mall afterwards. It was hard for me 

to dig up all the answers!”] 

  Such a message of invitation from my girlfriend was left for me. 

  [“Alright. I’ll call you when I leave.”] 

  After a brief minute or so, Haruka returned with a croquette in her 

hand. 
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  “This afternoon, Airi and I were talking so much that we couldn’t eat 

lunch at all.” 

  “Sorry to trouble you.” 

  “I don’t mean to be a nuisance or anything, but...” 

  “I’m not sure if it’s a good idea to ask you out at a time like this, but 

there’s actually something I’d like to ask Haruka and, if possible, Airi to help 

me with.” 

  “Cooperation?” 

  “It’s not public information yet, but we’ve decided on one of the events 

for the cultural festival.” 

  “Oh, really?” 

  “This is a secret that only I, Horikita, and the organisers know about, so 

as not to let any information leak out. We’re going to have a maid café as part 

of the festival.” 

  “Ma-... maid café? What the heck ...I’m not shocked, but a little 

surprised. I never imagined Horikita-san would approve of a maid café. 

  “In her case, she’s pretty flat about everything she does. I think she 

allowed it because she thought she could compete purely with a maid café 

without any prejudice.” 

  “I see. And what made you ask me for help?” 

  “Actually, the way I found out about this project, I had to take care of a 

number of things.” 

  When I said that, Haruka nodded her head as if she understood. 

  “Even if the situation was like that, Horikita-san, who wants to leave it 

to Kiyopon, is also quintessential.” 

  “So, I’m wondering if I could ask you and then Airi to be waitresses for 

the café.” 

  Not surprised, Haruka listens with an indescribable look on her face. 

  Well, I suppose you could have guessed from the way I was talking. 

  “If it hadn’t been for the incident with Karuizawa, I might have agreed 

to do it here, despite my reservations. I don’t like to dress up like a cosplayer 

in front of a lot of people, but I don’t think I would have been able to say no 

if an important member of my group of friends had asked me to. But... it is 



 

55 PrinceYG#6558 
 

bad timing.” 

  On the day that I found out that my best friend had lost her heart, it 

would have been a bit of a surprise for me to ask her to do this. 

  “It’s just that I can’t blame Kiyopon, that’s also a problem. I said 

something similar, but you’re entitled to go out with whoever you want, and 

I’m sure there are circumstances I don’t know about. Airi is free to fall in 

love with Kiyopon, just like you are free to reject her...” 

  It’s like you’re convinced in a logical sense, but your emotions won’t 

accept it. 

  “I can’t make any promises. But when I’m a bit more relaxed, I’ll talk 

to Airi.” 

  “Are you sure?” 

  “Sooner or later, she has to accept reality. And, I don’t know what 

Kiyopon, thinks, but if it’s against Karuizawa-san, she might not give up. 

Even if it’s just a one-percent chance, there’s a possibility she might hold 

hope, right?” 

  “Well, yes. I think there’s a great deal of potential for her to be 

affectionate.” 

  “When that time comes, it means that Airi will get another chance. 

She’s a gem who hasn’t stood out at all at the moment, and... Kiyopon’s 

feelings might change too.” 

  It’s true that if Airi were to put on a costume like that and give it her 

all, she could be as good as Matsushita, Satō, and Mii-chan. No, if you 

include her physical characteristics, she might even be able to beat them. 

Furthermore, although not related to the guests of honour, the school staff 

will be surprised by Airi’s appearance. If this happens, rumours will quickly 

circulate around the school and may even reach the ears of guests. 

  “No, that’s not true. I’m sure Airi will change her mind after this 

incident.” 

  When the person you love has a girlfriend, it’s natural to begin looking 

for your next love interest. I thought I’d said the obvious, but she now looked 

the angriest she’d looked all day. 
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  “Listen, don’t you think you’re taking Airi’s feelings too lightly? I’ve 

been watching her for a long time, and I know exactly how she feels. Her 

feelings towards Kiyopon aren’t so light that they’ll be shaken because of 

something like this. 

  She strongly denied that it is unthinkable. 

  “I’m sure you’ll be going on lots of dates with Karuizawa-san, but 

make sure you show up to our group gatherings. I don’t want us to drift apart 

because of this.” 

  “Right. I get it. For me too, this group is part of my life at this school.” 

  I think it’s a big downside to be missing out in a situation like this. 

  “Ugh, I feel a bit better. I’m going back to school.” 

  She said this as she finished her croquettes and put her trash away in 

her bag. 

  Although she didn’t specify, it was clear that she was going to see Airi. 

  “I’ll see you tomorrow.” 

  “Yeah, see you tomorrow.” 

  The girl ran back to the school, and I followed Haruka’s back to the 

halfway point. I then changed my direction, not towards the dormitory, but 

towards Keyaki Mall. 
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                                      Part Three 

After school, I was still in a state of turmoil. I walked with Kei back to the 

dormitory from Keyaki Mall, chatting with her. Then, in the lobby of the 

dormitory, Horikita was sitting on a sofa, waiting for someone. 

  It’s easy to see who that person is. I pushed the call button of the 

elevator, that had stopped on the first floor, and when Kei and I got on board, 

Horikita also got in. 

  “Ayanokōji-kun, can I have a word with you?” 

  The elevator stops on the fourth floor, where my room is.  

  “Well, I’ll see you later, Kiyotaka.” 

  Although Kei is prone to jealousy and envy, she has a good 

understanding of the situation. 

  She knew that Horikita was not such a target of the opposite sex in the 

first place, and when she heard about the special exam, she could judge 

before, and she thought it better not to interfere. 

  “Ah. I’ll be in touch later.” 

  A year ago, I would never have believed that we would be spending 

time together like this. 

  I got off and Horikita followed me down. I looked back to see Kei 

smiling and waving at me from the lift as it began to close. Shortly 

afterwards, it closed and went up to the next floor. 

  “How long have you been seeing her?” 

  “I wonder.” 

  “Rumour has it that it’s spring break, but I think the relationship started 

developing even earlier than that.” 

  She looked at me with a hint of anger in her eyes and said something 

like that. 

  “I wonder.” Whether there is a rationale behind Horikita’s words or 

not, I’m not interested in or willing to touch on that point. “That’s not the 

point, you said you wanted to talk to me?” 

  “Yes. There’s something I need you to tell me about the special exam. 

Okay?” 

  “Yeah, no problem.” 
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  “Huh?” 

  “What’s with that reaction?” 

  “I was prepared for you to refuse. You were in charge of the maid café 

the other day and you didn’t like it, did you?” 

  Apparently, she’s surprised at how readily I’ve accepted her 

consultation. 

  “Not here. We should go to your room.” 

  Standing in the corridor, you never know who might overhear. Room 

401. I unlocked my room and enter inside. 

  “It’s not like you’re asking me to help you, right?” 

  “I don’t know about that... In the meantime, if you’ll listen to me, I’ll 

let you proceed.” 

  Perhaps thinking that she would be rejected if she provoked me too 

much, Horikita let it slide and started talking. 

  “If you want to make sure that you clear this special exam, I was 

thinking about making it semi-compulsory before the exam. But even if we 

prepare for it, it is impossible to unite our class unless we know what the task 

is, isn’t it?” 

  “I’m sure we’ll inevitably have to use different options depending on 

the situation.” 

  Even if there were only two options, it would be nothing short of 

reckless to decide to vote only for or only against a proposal before it is put 

to a vote. 

  “You’ve thought of the means in your own way, haven’t you, Horikita? 

How can we get through this special exam?” 

  “I think that the easiest way to solidly pass the special exam is for 

someone to have the final say. No matter how many options there are, no 

matter how the vote splits, you have to promise that you will follow the pre-

determined leader’s judgment and will.” 

  This was suggested to us by Kushida during the day. 

  The strategy is to not take into account whether an individual is 

unhappy with the option or not. 

  Surely it would be so much easier if that arrangement could be reached. 
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  “I hope that really brings everyone together.” 

  “Yes. There will always be students who don’t agree with some of the 

tasks... If this had been a dictatorial class like the one led by Ryūen-kun, it 

might have been easier for us.” 

  In terms of coercive power, unlike us who request it, Ryūen will be 

able to exert it with impunity. But the real question is whether it will work. 

  “The fact that all voting is anonymous means that students who are 

unhappy with Ryūen can vote against it. There is no guarantee that a mere 

command will be enough to clear it.” 

  “If a student is unhappy with his methods, he may rebel. But there’s 

nothing to be gained by doing so. After all, if the vote is split and time runs 

out, the whole class will be damaged. In the end they’ll just leave it alone and 

come together.” 

  “I know what you mean, but if you’re going to say that, you’re 

contradicting yourself in the first place. No one wants to fail the special 

exam. That’s why the votes will always come together. If that basic premise 

always holds, then there’s no need for a strategy in the first place, is there?” 

  “That’s...” 

  “No student wants to run out of time and be the detriment of the class. 

But don’t expect them to complete the five tasks if they are left to their own 

devices. If that were possible, it would defeat the purpose of the school 

calling it a special exam.” 

  “You’re right.” 

  “What you can do now is to prepare your mind to be flexible. For 

example, what would you do if you were faced with an issue where 38 people 

were in favour and one was against?” 

  “Of course we will try to bring the one person who is against it to the 

side in favour.” 

  “Right. Then what if that one person opposing you never gave in?” 

  “That’s...” 

  “It’s not always the 38 people who agree with you who win. In the 

process of persuading the opposition, some of the 38 students who were in 

favour may even change their opinions.” 
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  “Even if just one person’s ideas are detrimental to the class at large?” 

  “It all depends on the content, I guess.” 

  I wouldn’t be surprised if there is a task in store for us that we could 

never overcome. 

  “I feel a bit uneasy, don’t you?” 

  “What is it?” 

  “Because without hesitation you gave me advice. I don’t think it has 

anything to do with... the fact that you started dating Karuizawa-san, but what 

do you intend to do?” 

  “It’s not much advice. I’m sure in some small corner of your mind 

you’ve already started to think about that possibility.” 

  “Yes... Then I’ll tell you the main reason why I approached you. I have 

a proposal for a special exam tomorrow. I could ask someone else, but I want 

to ask someone who understands me.” 

  “Do you want people to always vote separately on the first round of 

voting, or what?” 

  “Can you please not pre-empt my thoughts?” 

  When I saw the hint of irritation in her eyes, I took some distance from 

Horikita. 

  “It was something I was going to suggest, if no one else had proposed 

it. I didn’t think we were on the same page.” 

  “...Really?” 

  I could see Horikita’s anger dissipating, apparently convinced a bit by 

my now adequate excuse. 

  It is true that the proposal should have at least done that. It is better to 

avoid the risk of making an unexpected choice as a result of bias caused by 

the momentum of the situation. 

  “Even if it’s a task that you agree or disagree with 99% of the time, or 

if you’re confused about an option that has advantages and disadvantages for 

both sides, coincidence can be a bit scary.” 
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  “Ah. If a vote is passed due to a lopsided vote as a result of a proper 

vote, it can’t be undone. But the strategy of always using the interval at least 

once is not always a good one. You have to bear that in mind. There is 

always the risk that what would have been unanimous in the spur of the 

moment may become inconclusive when the votes are split. You have to take 

that into account.” 

  “Right. Of course.” 

  To argue is to plunge one’s hand into the deepest darkness. This can 

consume a huge amount of time if it results in an unexpected darkness being 

dragged out. 

  “Due to the rules of this special test, there is no way to determine with 

certainty who voted which way, no matter how much we discuss it. Even if 

you get a statement, it may not be 100% true.” 

  “Does that mean you can lie and lie and lie?” 

  “In some cases, yes. Because right now, it’s hard to say that the class is 

still united as one.” 

  Having said that, I’m sure a few people will have popped into 

Horikita’s head. 

  “You mean the existence of Kushida-san and Kōenji-kun.” 

  “As for the former, I’m sure she’ll lie about everything, and as for the 

latter, he might even dare to vote for someone different from his classmates if 

his vicious nature shows through. That’s about it.” 

  “Hey, why did you tell me all the details? It’s weird. It’s not every day 

that you give me a warning like this.” 

  Horikita, of course, senses the changes in me. 

  “I decided that the current Horikita would be flexible enough to listen 

to me and understand what I was saying.” 

  “Am I right in saying that that’s a compliment...?” 

  “Yes.” 

  “Yes... I’m feeling a bit restless...” 

  In the background, I heard a phone vibrate briefly in front of me. 

  “I’m sorry about that.” 
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  When she stopped talking, Horikita took out her mobile phone and 

stared at the screen. 

  “Please give me one minute. I need to message them back otherwise 

they may get a wrong idea.” 

  I have no intention of stopping her, of course, but who is she talking 

about? 

  I was a little curious, but I decided to wait quietly as Horikita took 

about two minutes to compose a long message. Eventually she finished her 

message and put her phone away in her pocket. 

  “Anyway, I’ve got my message across. Good luck with the special 

exam tomorrow.” 

  Not intending to stay long, Horikita quickly left the room. 
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                                      Part Four 

It was just before 6:00pm in the evening. The sun will soon set and night will 

fall. Today was supposed to be an ordinary day, although the next special 

exam was revealed. 

  It’s been a difficult day with a lot of information to sort through. It 

would be easier if we could just move on towards the end of the day, but 

that’s not going to happen. The reason is that the special ‘unanimous voting 

exam’ will begin tomorrow. 

  “Hey.” 

  I went back to my room and waited, and the first person to show up 

was Yōsuke. 

  “Come on in.” 

  When I thought about it, this was the first time I had invited Yōsuke 

into my room like this. 

  “Yoo-hoo!” 

  Not long after, Kei came to join us in my room. 

  “It’s kind of new or unusual to get together like this, isn’t it?” 

  “Maybe so.” 

  I haven’t told them why I asked them to gather together. Yōsuke might 

have guessed, though. 

  “Tomorrow’s special exam, I thought I’d prepare some measures.” 

  “Measures? You’re simply trying to make the test unanimous, aren’t 

you?” 

  “It certainly doesn’t sound like a very difficult exam from the outline, 

does it? The special exams that have been held in the past have had much 

more difficult rules.” 

  “I’m not sure what to make of it,” he said. 

  “But maybe this special exam, like the difficult ones in the past, will 

not be straightforward. If you think about it according to the rules, it’s an 

exam where you can get more class points simply by being unanimous. 

Unifying the will of the class itself is not that difficult.” 

  “I think so too.” 

  “I mean, I guess the fact that it’s easy means that there’s a good chance 



 

64 PrinceYG#6558 
 

that we’ll be presented with a task that will divide opinions.” 

  It’s just as Yōsuke thinks. Although the individual students in the class 

have different ideas, they are willing to be flexible to a certain extent to align 

their votes if it will benefit the class. 

  If you’re a first-year student, it might be a different story, but for us 

second-year students, the bonds of friendship have already deepened 

considerably. In addition, there is no penalty for not being able to reach 

unanimous agreement on the first try, and there is plenty of time for 

discussion. 

  It is because it’s a test that individual opinions can be so covered up, 

though, that it can appear to be such a blessing. 

  “But, you know, what kind of questions are difficult to get unanimous 

agreement on?” 

  “I can’t read through it completely, but... I think...” 

  What kind of task would trouble his classmates? It wasn’t something 

that Yōsuke could immediately think of. I suggested a simple task. 

  “From now until you graduate, you will only be able to eat either rice 

or bread. Make your choice.” 

  “Oh, what’s that option~” 

  “If you ask me about rice and bread, it sounds a bit laughable, but this 

is a difficult choice to make.” 

  “I would definitely eat bread. I wouldn’t be able to eat no bread until I 

graduated.” 

  “I’d probably go for rice. I only need bread once a week or so.” 

  “I’m more of a rice man myself. And, well, even the three of us have 

different opinions, don’t we? It’s not so easy when the whole class has to 

vote. If there were 30 of us in the Rice camp, would you follow us?” 

  “No, I wouldn’t. Because it’s a ban until you graduate. I’ll keep voting 

for bread.” 

  Some students will resist, as Kei did, because if they do not follow the 

majority and bend, they will suffer later. 

  “On a more realistic comparison, all future special examinations will be 

based on ‘academic’ or ‘physical’ ability alone. What would be the outcome 
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of such a task?” 

  Hearing this, Yōsuke and Kei looked at each other. 

  “If you’re an athletic student like Sudō, you’re definitely going to 

choose physical ability, and if you’re like Keisei who’s not very good at 

sports, you’re going to have to bring your academic ability to a unanimous 

decision no matter what.” 

  Of course, Sudō, who is currently putting a lot of effort into his studies, 

could compromise, but it would be better for his own reputation if he were 

evaluated on his physical abilities, and if it were a student who could not 

study at all, he would not be able to compromise like Sudō. 

  “If a task is passed unanimously, it’s enforced, right? So does that 

mean that in some cases you have to be prepared to lose 300 class points in 

penalty for not choosing an option?” 

  “I don’t know... There will obviously be some difficult choices, but 

losing 300 class points could mean giving up your ticket to Class A. I think 

the first priority would be to clear it.” 

  “I’m starting to think it might be some kind of difficult special exam...” 

  “Is that why you invited us here?” 

  “Ah. The very next special examination will require a great deal of 

unity among classmates. It’s okay to have one or two full disagreements, but 

if it’s a long time, I’m sure it’s going to be a mess. In the event that this 

happens, the two main figures in the class, Yōsuke and Kei, will need to be 

on top of things to get the vote to go one way or the other. 

  “Yes, you’re right. But then, shouldn’t Horikita-san also be included in 

this conversation? Because Horikita-san is also playing the role of a leader of 

the class in this exam.” 

  Yōsuke’s point is a natural one. The best way to control the class is for 

Horikita to lead the two of them, not me. Even if he wanted to, at this stage, 

he couldn’t remove his support. 

 “This time, you will support Horikita from the shadows. Just keep what 

goes on here confidential.” 

  “Why? Well, as for me, I don’t like following Horikita-san’s 

instructions.” 
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  “Both you and Yōsuke have the ability to read the atmosphere better 

than the average student. But I want them to be more flexible than they are 

now. If they can sense what Horikita is thinking and what she wants to do 

and match it, the class will be much stronger.” 

  “Why don’t you just do it, Kiyotaka? That’s a better solution.” 

  “It’s not always possible for me to make a move. You have to be 

prepared for the unexpected.” 

  “What’s the contingency?” 

  “It could be a sudden illness or an unexpected withdrawal from school, 

right?” 

  “It’s... Well... Expulsion is one thing, but surely it couldn’t be a sudden 

illness?” 

  I can’t be there for them all the time. 

  If they can’t prepare for such a situation, the class won’t make any 

progression. 

  “Anyway, I understand. All we have to do is follow Horikita-san well 

and make sure the special exam goes smoothly, right?” 

  “Also, I’m going to set some instructions and cues that only Kei and 

Yōsuke will know.” 

  The interval allows for free discussion and movement, so there is no 

problem in giving an earful. However, it can be necessary in certain 

situations to give instructions without being seen communicating. Even in 

situations where private conversation is not allowed, it is possible to 

exchange signs by coughing or tapping on the desk. 

  After they’d learned a few patterns, I looked at Yōsuke.   

  “I’ll give you one last piece of advice, Yōsuke. It’s not necessary if the 

five tasks are going to be completed smoothly, but if the time remaining is 

less than two hours and you still don’t see the special exam clearing in time, 

you might have to resort to forceful measures.” 

  I decided to tell Yōsuke to prepare himself now so that he wouldn’t go 

out of control when that time came. 
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Part Five 

It was just after 10pm when the hectic day before the special examinations 

seemed to be coming to an end. 

  I was in bed looking at my phone when I got a call. Although I don’t 

have the contact saved, I recognized the 11-digit phone number. 

  “Hello?” 

  “I’m sorry it’s so late at night, can I have a moment now?” 

  “It’s all right. It’s been a long time since I’ve heard from you, 

Chairman Sakayanagi.” 

  Yes, the owner of this phone number is the director of the Advanced 

Nurturing High School. 

  “I’m sure I’ve caused you a lot of anxiety too, but everything’s okay 

now.” 

  “I’m glad to hear you’re doing well.” 

  “It must have been tough for you too. But I’m amazed that you’ve been 

able to stay in this school without any problems in that very unfavourable 

battle.” 

  “It just so happens. If he had been serious, I wouldn’t still be here right 

now.” 

  It is not necessary to mention his name to know that he is Tsukishiro, 

who had been filling in as Acting Director for Chairman Sakayanagi. 

  “When it was all said and done, I had a few questions about his 

behaviour too... But let’s not talk about that today. I just wanted to let you 

know that I’m going to be following up with you in the future.” 

  That’s how Chairman Sakayanagi continues his story. 

  “You have heard about the unusual festival, to which government 

officials and their families have been invited, haven’t you? Once I had 

approached them, there was nothing I could do to stop it.” 

  If you’ve already notified the people involved, it’s understandably 

difficult to withdraw. 

  “It’s nothing for the chairman of the board to apologise for. I’m sure 

the students are looking forward to it.” 

  It’s a bit like a special exam, but it’s in the realm of student fun. 
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  Whether it will end up being just a cultural festival for me is another 

story. 

  “About that... Actually, there is something that hasn’t been announced 

yet, but I’m going to tell you about it first.” 

  “What is it?” 

  “As well as the cultural festival, the sports festival in October is a 

precursor to it. First of all, it was decided on short notice to welcome certain 

guests here.” 

  “Guests of honour at a sports festival?” 

  It’s something I never thought I’d hear. 

  “If you go back to the beginning, sports festivals are for the parents of 

the students to come and watch. In that sense, the stance of welcoming the 

guests of honour itself is not dissimilar...” 

  “I see.” 

  It is true that when we watch TV, we often see families with cameras 

and lunchboxes prepared for sports events. 

  “This is an unprecedented event, and we are concerned about the 

security implications of allowing guests to come and go as they please at our 

school’s festivals.” 

  It was a test, a preparation for the arrival of a large number of guests in 

earnest. 

  “The selection of people is entirely up to the higher-ups, and the 

teachers in charge can’t rule out the possibility that... your father may be 

involved. So, in view of the danger to you, I would like to have a few 

observers by your side.” 

  “That’s very kind of you, but I’m just one of the students at this school. 

I don’t want any special treatment.” 

  “Then how are you going to cope when you encounter the people that 

Sensei sent?” 

  “I know it’s a difficult issue.” 

  You can’t use violence to get through this, of course. It’s easy for me to 

do so if I’m in a secluded area, but if I’m in the presence of friends and 

acquaintances and I’m instructed to show up with a school official following 
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me, there’s no way to refuse. 

  You are imposters, you are his assassins, aren’t you? I can’t ask that 

question. 

  “I already understand that you are such a person. But if you are 

expelled from this school in any way... I am sure I will regret it. I want to 

avoid the regret of not doing what I could to prevent it.” 

  “Even if I were to follow Chairman Sakayanagi’s instructions, it would 

be unnatural for a student to have a monitoring officer.” 

  “So I’m going to have to ask you to sit out the sports festival.” 

  “Be absent..?” 

  That’s not what I had expected in my head. 

  “We understand that when it comes to exams that can only be held on a 

certain day, such as sports and cultural festivals, there will of course be 

inevitable sick leaves.” 

  “Yes. Although the class will be disadvantaged, there are no 

compulsory measures such as expulsion, right?” 

  We are all responsible for our own health, but there are still inevitable 

problems. 

  If it was a smaller special exam, we could wait until all the students 

were in each year group and take emergency measures, but if it was an all-

school sports festival, we couldn’t do that. 

  “I’m going to ask you to stay in your dormitory on sick leave on the 

assumption that you’ve had a medical check. Then I can place my trusted 

observer outside the dormitory with confidence.” 

  If you are sick and have been ordered to stay in the dormitory, your 

classmates will agree that you have no choice. 

  Even if there is a watchman wandering around the dormitory, the other 

students will only see one guard. 

  “Surely, then, you might be able to escape the hands of that man.” 

  “Of course there is another risk. As you said, the students in the classes 

you’re enrolled with are at a disadvantage because they’re going to be 

challenged with a lack of students.” 
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  The fact that he’s prepared to lie about taking a sick day shows the 

generous support of Chairman Sakayanagi. It’s also nice to know that he’s 

not trying to be a favoritist and wants to keep the special treatment to a 

minimum. I’m grateful for the offer, but the moment I heard about it I knew I 

had to say no. 

  But at the same time, I had a new idea. 

  “Can you give me some time to think about it?” 

  “Of course, I can’t force you to do anything, so I’ll leave the final 

decision to you. But...” 

  “I know, I know. I’m seriously considering the option of accepting sick 

leave now, too, so...” 

  “Yes. I’ll ask you to answer a week before the sports festival. We have 

some preparations to make too.” 

  It would take at least that long to arrange the personnel. 

  After the call, I thought about the possibility of the class having a 

sports festival without me. 

  Of course, it is quite possible that other classes or grades will have 

students absent on the day of the event. In fact, it is not easy to get all the 

students to sit every exam. 

  “No, I should concentrate on the special exam in front of me first, 

right?” 

  This special exam - I think it might be more difficult than any other 

special exam I’ve ever had. All the exams I’ve taken so far have been ones 

that I could have taken any form of preparation for. However, there is no 

such thing as a “sure-fire” strategy in this particular test. 

  We are expected to believe in our classmates and to work together as 

one. 

  P.E. and cultural festivals. There are new things to worry about that 

weren’t there last year, but it all starts with getting through the special exam 

tomorrow. 
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Part Six 

“Come in, Kushida-senpai.” 

  A few hours ago. After school, Kushida visited the first-year dormitory, 

and Takuya Yagami’s room. 

  The sun was shining faintly through the gaps in the closed curtains. The 

tea was freshly brewed on the table, but Kushida didn’t reach for it. 

  “There’s nothing like poison or drugs in it, you know?” 

  “I don’t care about that, can you just get on with it?” 

  With a scowl on her face and no attempt to hide her frustration, 

Kushida pulled out her mobile phone. 

  “Excuse me, senpai. Then let me ask you without hesitation.” 

  Yagami pressed the play button and heard Chabashira’s voice in the 

middle of the explanation, giving an overview of the special unanimous 

voting exam announced for the second-year students. 

  After listening in silence to the entire lecture, including the examples, 

Yagami returned the phone to Kushida. 

  “Kushida-senpai wants to crush Horikita Suzune and Ayanokōji 

Kiyotaka. That’s what it was about, wasn’t it?” 

  Kushida kept silent, as if she didn’t need to answer now. 

  “I was briefed by our senpai beforehand, but it is still a very simple 

special exam. From a number of options, you have to repeatedly vote and 

adjust your votes to reach unanimity. There are five tasks in total, and you 

have five hours to complete them. What did you think when you heard this?” 

  “Easy, right?” 

  “Yes, it is. It is considered to be very easy for an exam that is billed as 

a special exam. But only the punishment for running out of time is severe. 

This must be because the school assumes every class will clear. The closer 

the time is to expiry, the closer to unanimity everyone will inevitably be. 

Because whether you like the choice or not, everyone wants to avoid heavy 

penalties.”  

  Yagami reached for the cup of tea that continues to steam in front of 

Kushida and took it in his hands. 
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  “Well, here’s the main thing. We are already in the middle of our 

second year. But while I’d like to expel those two, I haven’t had the best 

opportunity to do it so far.” 

  “As far as I’m concerned, you’re a little bit responsible for that, but that 

doesn’t matter right now.” Yagami responded with a smirk.  

  She knew that there was nothing to be gained by lashing out at Yagami 

here, so she held back. 

  “Have you been able to tell your senpais about Horikita?” 

  “Oh, you mean the one about her being a... leader? In a manner of 

speaking. Well, I’m sure she’d have done it on her own without me telling 

her.” 

  “It is not good to leave things vague and ambiguous. It’s important for 

you to know that Horikita-senpai has been entrusted with this role.” 

  “So what? You think you can get Horikita expelled at the next special 

exam?” 

  When she asked him about it, he laughed and sipped from his cup. 

  “That’s right. I’ve listened to the recording just to make sure I didn’t 

miss anything or misinterpret anything, but this is clear. There is a good 

chance that the next special exam... there is a good possibility.” 

  “How could you possibly know that? The only condition for expulsion 

is to let the accumulated penalty time accumulate in the individual’s voting 

time. Do you think Horikita would make such a mistake? It’s not just 

Horikita, no one else would make that mistake.” 

  “Of course, it is unlikely that any fool would be expelled for a 

cumulative penalty. But my interpretation is that there are other ways to get 

expelled.” 

  “Huh?” 

  “Expel Horikita-senpai or, depending on the situation, Ayanokōji-

senpai. It is possible that you can crush the one you want to crush. In that 

case, you should not hesitate to guide the conversation so that you can target 

both.” 

  Yagami mentioned an example of a task that he expected to be given in 

this special examination. 
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  “Are you sure?” 

  “Of course, I don’t think it will be the same word for word. But. I think 

there is a good chance that there will be a task with the same content as what 

I have just mentioned.” 

  Yagami hadn’t been told about this special exam by Tsukishiro, but 

after listening to the teacher’s explanation, he had an idea of what the tasks 

would be. 

  “There is only one path Kushida-senpai would take when presented 

with a task like the one I just mentioned.” 

  He then explains how she can corner Horikita and Ayanokōji in that 

task. 

  “What do you think? Doesn’t this make you see the letter of expulsion? 

Of course, the whole class will have to cry, but that’s a trifle to you, isn’t it?” 

  “You think I can do it...?” 

  “I see that Kushida-senpai has the ability to do that, am I wrong?” 

  “You’re doing a lot of shopping already.” 

  “I had to test my senpais when I first met them to see if they were 

people I could use, you know?” 

  “What does that mean?” 

  “Don’t you understand? Do you remember what I said when we first 

met?” 

  “I was in a hurry at the time. So what?” 

  “So what? Normally, you would wonder. We’re strangers, we’ve never 

even met each other before. And yet you were able to get through the 

situation by improvising. That’s how I knew you were capable enough.” 

  “But what if I’d said who you were right there? Maybe I simply 

forgot.” 

  “I don’t think so. As long as we don’t know where we met, maybe we 

were in the same secondary school. If that’s the case, there’s a possibility that 

you know about my past. If I were to say, “I knew you because of that 

incident,” it would be a disaster.” 

  In order to rule out such a possibility, Kushida immediately went to 

work on the story. 



 

74 PrinceYG#6558 
 

  “If it’s not the same secondary school, for example, but a cram school. 

Or if you found out later that it was a younger student who lived in your 

neighbourhood, then the risk of being someone who knows your past is 

greatly reduced. You can just laugh it off as a misunderstanding. The first 

priority is to make sure that we are from the same secondary school, isn’t it? 

And it’s easier to divert the conversation if the subject of the past is brought 

up at all.” 

  After drinking about a quarter of the tea, he put the cup on the table. 

  “Who the hell are you? How do you know about my past when we 

didn’t even go to the same secondary school...?” 

  “I know you’re wary, but think of me as a guest in a special position. 

However, my goal is to play with Ayanokōji-senpai.” 

  “What? To play with him?” 

  “Yeah, well, I don’t think he knows anything about me. Right now, it’s 

my hobby to try different things without Ayanokōji-senpai noticing.” 

  “What if I got upset when we first met and didn’t give you the answer 

you thought I should’ve?” 

  At that time, Kushida was wondering how Yagami would answer. 

  “That’s what I thought was so interesting. I’m sure Ayanokōji-senpai 

noticed the discomfort and looked at me with suspicion. I probably would 

have been able to greet him at an earlier stage.” 

  “Are you telling me you went to the same secondary school as 

Ayanokōji, by any chance?” 

  “Well, what do you think? It’s a trivial matter for Kushida-senpai. Shall 

we turn our attention to the special examination for now?” 

  “I know. If we get the task you’re after... then I’ll try and set it up.” 

  “You’re going try to set up...? That’s pathetic.” 

  “Pathetic? What do you mean weak?” 

  Yagami stood up, stepped closer and grabbed Kushida by the 

shoulders, who reflexively tried to flee. 

  “Hey, what are you doing?!” 

  She tried to get away from him, but the power of Yagami was stronger 

than she had imagined, and she could not move. 



 

75 PrinceYG#6558 
 

  “Please, listen carefully. You are in a much tighter spot than you think. 

Not only do you have Ayanokōji-senpai and Horikita-senpai surrounding 

you, but you also have people who you consider to be a cause for concern, 

such as myself and Amasawa-san, who continue to threaten your daily safety 

and livelihood. Isn’t that right?” 

  “That’s ...yes, but...” 

  As Yagami stared her straight in the eye, Kushida glared back at him 

without fear. 

  “As a matter of course, it is not easy to kick out your fellow classmates 

in this school. It takes a lot of effort to expel a student in his or her personal 

life. If there is an opportunity to expel a classmate through a special exam 

like this, it is unmistakably the chance of a lifetime.” 

  “I know that. But if you go too far, you’ll put me in danger.” 

  “So you have to be prepared for that. Expel or be expelled.” 

  Kushida felt as if she was under a strong pressure, even though she was 

the one who wanted the expulsions done.  

  “Of course, it’s up to you to decide. If I were to say here, “If you don’t 

want your past of class disruptions to be exposed, you must expel either 

Horikita-senpai or Ayanokōji-senpai,” that wouldn’t be very charming would 

it?” 

  “That’s what I call a threat.” 

  “I’m sorry, senpai. I really don’t mean to scare you. It’s just that I think 

it’s true that Kushida-senpai isn’t prepared enough. No matter what sacrifices 

you have to make, you have to get rid of them. If you don’t do something like 

that, you won’t be able to drive them out of school. Forever.” 

  Removing his hands from her shoulders, Yagami returns to his seat and 

sat down. 

  “Let me ask you again. Senpai wants those two to be expelled. Isn’t 

that right?” 

  When Yagami looked her in the eye again, Kushida felt a mixture of 

anger and frustration.  

  That is something that does not need to be reaffirmed. 

  It’s what she’d been wishing for every day for the last year and a half. 



 

76 PrinceYG#6558 
 

  “I want to expel Horikita, I want to expel Ayanokōji. I’m definitely 

going to get them expelled...!” 

  “I can feel it, and finally I can confirm that your conviction is genuine.” 

  Kushida is determined. She must expel Horikita and Ayanokōji as soon 

as possible. Then there’s also Yagami who talks about whatever he pleases. 

Sometime in the future, he’ll have to be expelled too.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


